The learned labors of Malpigi, Duverney, Laurance, Winslow, Ritzius, Berlin, Jourdain, Hunter, Bichat, Cuvier, and others, present but the imposing outline of a map of discovery, to be filled up by the discoveries of others; and to no branch of the healing art does this most interesting science more directly address itself, than to dental surgery. Special anatomy and physiology, with their deeply interesting developments, constitute another field of study, which, in order, should properly have been first adverted to. The disposition and arrangement of the various parts of the human system, a knowledge of the various tissues and their functions, both in the normal and abnormal condition, is absolutely requisite to one whose attention is directed to the treatment and cure of diseases which materially affect the whole economy, by derangements of the nervous system, and through the agency of the digestive apparatus, and alimentary canal.
Therapeutics, as embracing materia medica and the practice of physic, has also its claims for general acquaintanceship, together with a knowledge of chemistry, both analytical and synthetical. The first great advantage to be derived from its formation will be found in the union effected among the members of the profession, and the personal contact into which they will be brought, for we should be doing injustice to its honorable and scientific members to suppose that any one of them, will withhold his influence from the enterprize. The acquaintanceship thus formed, and the mutual consultations to which it will give rise, while they serve to elicit the result of much experience and observation, will, in their obvious tendencies, awaken an esprit du corps, and es- umph, belongeth to him who putteth off his armor, not to him who has just put it on, and is about to go forth to battle. During the past year much cause of gratulation has been afforded you in the approbation of your friends, the friends of science; they look upon your labors with the deepest interest for your success; and I feel well assured that they will be gratified with the result. The germ you have planted, I doubt not, will become a noble tree, bearing healthful fruit for the healing of the nations. The handful of corn you have scattered upon the mountain-top will produce an abundant harvest of golden grain, the rich sheaves of which tvill be cut, bound, and garnered by generations yet to come.
Difficulties may lie before you, but they will be removed, while around your pathway, freed by your own hands from various weeds and poisonous reptiles, shall bloom in rich exuberance, 
